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The Wonderful Years of Broadcasting

“Radio Nepal is in my bloodstream, it's convoluted wires
are my nervous system and my radio friends my bodily
organs.”

The year was 1972. That year was a year of blessing for

me for | was inducted to the team of my career as a radio MICHAEL CHAND

journalist at Radio Nepal.

In those strict years of the one-party Panchayat System, getting a job anywhere was
considered to be very lucky and rewarding and getting a chance to working at Nepal’s only
radio station then also meant a successful “cracking of a hard nut” and overcoming the
bureaucratic passages as it was the norm of the day.

My entry, though a nemesis at the beginning to prepare myself in order to become a “radio
man” and the adrenaline of working concept at Radio Nepal, the state visit of the late
President of former Yugoslavia (now Serbia) Marshall Josip Broz Tito and Madam Tito in
the early 70s was a “blessing in disguise” in helping me gain a rewarding entry into Radio
Nepal.

In the early 70s, | had already started working as an announcer and commentator in
English language at the then Rastriya Naachghar. My job was to explain in English about
the cultural programme being presented on the said day to the tourist audience.

This is how it all began!

A cultural programme was slated in honour of Marshal Tito and Madam Tito with Their
Late Majesties King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev and Queen Aishworya Rajya Laxmi
Devi Shah as hosts at the then Royal Nepal Academy. | was “on cloud nine” when | got the
message that | would be the Master of Ceremony of that royal programme.

On the day of the programme, | was quite nervous because that was supposed to be an
open stage announcement as the entire programme was supposed to be conducted with
the stage curtains open all throughout the programme.

Despite the vortex of some nervousness all went well. Amidst loud applauses and
congratulatory hand shakes and shoulder tappings around on the stage, the royal guests
were whisked away after the show.
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Then someone walked up to the stage and handed a small chit over to me. The paper read:

“Please see me at Radio Nepal at 10.00 a. m. tomorrow!” Signed: Ram Raj Poudyal, Director
General Radio Nepal.

My joy knew no bounds and the next day | went to see DG Poudyal. There were many
people in his room. | entered the room with a very formal greeting. To this DG Poudyal said
in a raised voice: “Here is the future phenomenon of Radio Nepal!” He went on: “No voice
test needed. | have already tested him yesterday! (by this he meant the royal show).

| am very glad even today that | was “tapped” and | did not have to go around begging for
jobs.

Sad and melancholic are the ones who become victims of their own fate and the happiest and
the proudest are those who rule the world with his/her virtues, talents, skills and endurance
in life.

My entry into Radio Nepal got me involved in a whole gamut of the then administrative
machinery which was not an easy task to comprehend and to cope with. Somehow, my
English knowledge backed me up and kept me always afloat when many were “sinking”
everyday due to their poor academic and low level of intelligence and weaknesses that
marred their ability to perform in public. This remarkable entry into Radio Nepal became my
epoch-making media career in successive years.

Gradually, I got exposed to the people in the newsroom and other departments with earlier
names such as the then Chief Editor of the News Desk late Prachanda Man Singh Pradhan
who in later years even became the Executive Director of Radio Nepal, senior desk editors
and broadcasters like Dhruba Thapa, Krishna Tamrakar, Kamal Pradhan, Gauri K. C.,
Narayan Bhakta Shrestha, Tirtha Bhandari, Madalasa Singh, late Dhruba Kumar Deuja,
late Durga Nath Sharma, Shyam Bahadur K.C., Rama Singh, late Pravin Giri, Sharad
Raj Joshi, Lalit Chhetri, Jyoti Shrestha, Bina Gurung, Bharati Silwal, Manju Karki, Siwani
Rana, Rajendra Sharma, Gopal Chitrakar, Rabi Raj Sharma, Rabi Raj Adhikari, Prabin Man
Tuladhar, Sunita Sharma, Siddhantaram Joshi, Shailendra Rana, Bijay Pant, Prabin Man
Tuladhar, Sudarshan Shrestha, Shraddha Shah and in later years my two daughters Sheela
Chand and Sheetal Chand. | might have forgotten to mention some elite names here! My
apologies!

Oh! No! Some names | must by all means do justice to for they were my very close radio
associates whose names | gladly mention here: Gopal Basnet, Sushil Koirala, Harisharan
Lamichhane, Gopal Thakur, Ravi Khadka, Dilli Bahadur Basnet, Padma Raj Karki, Hari
Sharma, late Hari Shrestha, Maya Giri, Sanjeeta Verma and many others.

This list of names looks like taking an attendance in a school register. No! This is not true.
It seeks to explicitly explain a radio society then with those fine and amicable people who
worked together, interacted together and exchanged their views on various common issues
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of the day. No Internet, no Facebook, no YouTube and no mobile phones like today. Still, life
went on and everyone was satisfied with what he/she had. Everyone had time for each other.

Politics of the said day did not bother us much at all except for some who squabbled around
for their petty political differences and objectives.

My engagement also with the External Service Programme of Radio Nepal (1972-1974) got

me to work under people like Narendra Raj Pandey and Bindu Dhoj Adhikari who were the

bellwethers of the English Programme Department then. Working with them was very ideal

and fruitful in the sense that | was gaining innovative knowledge and learning the intricacies
'- of programme production from them day by day.

The nemesis and apprehension that stood earlier
in my way when | was facing the challenges of
Radio broadcasting before gradually subsided and
time was demanding more dedication and diligence
| and preparedness from me to work with ease and
| comfort.

With the experience and aptitude in radio
broadcasting gaining momentum day by day, better
C eea Chances came for intensifying the media career

NEWS MONITORING with the addition of new programmes such “Guest
In Studio™ a programme that saw me interviewing

many foreign dignitaries and ministers from Europe, Asia and the USA.

Time and again | left the Newsroom with a tape recorder and a microphone in order to talk to ‘?53
various heads of state, heads of government during their visits to Nepal. g

S
| spoke to the former US Secretary of State Dr. Henry Kissinger around 1973 at Soaltee éﬁ
Hotel, former President of Bangladesh General Mohammed Ershad, former Prime Minister * _%
of Singapore Lee Kwan Yew, former Prime Minister of India Chandra Shekhar and former

US Secretary of State Collin Powell just to name a few. Some then government ministers of

Nepal also followed suit.

The real test of broadcasting for all of us came during the coronation of His Late Majesty
King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev on 24th February 1975. The running commentary in
English | did together with fellow-broadcasters of the Nepali News Department at that time
was yet another opportunity to put my radio experiences to test. That epoch-making running
commentary in English is remembered by the elite listeners even today. We all were so
glad that we were given the onerous task to accomplish the historical coronation with large
numbers of foreign dignitaries attending the event through media coverage.

Among the most noticeable person attending the coronation was the South African Dr.
Christiaan Bernhard who created sensation in medical history and stunned the world E"“‘*‘ﬂ'
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successfully performing the world’s first human-to-human heart transplant in 1967. Gauri
K. C. and | interviewed him at Soaltee Hotel Kathmandu and apart from many things Dr.

Bernhard said this of heart in the course of the interview: “It is infinitely better to transplant
heart than to bury it to be devoured by worms!”

The greatest satisfaction for human mind and the raison d'étre of his/her being amidst
intense popularity is something that many aspire for.

By 1974, | was already in the “Volksmund” (popularity) and my access to all offices,
organisations and ministries was not denied. In other words, | was holding a “green card” in
order to gain access everywhere.

This is the kind of success and recognition one normally dreams of in his or in her service
career.

Then came the year 1976 when Radio Nepal sent me on deputation to Cologne, Germany
under a Staff Exchange Programme between Radio Nepal and the Deutsche Welle (Voice
of Germany). | spent the years 1976 till 1979 working as an Editor and Broadcaster in the
,Asien-English Dienst* (Asian English Department), the first Nepali ever to work under that
programme with foreign colleagues. It was an hilarious experience to work with them.

While in Germany with added responsibilities, Deutsche Welle frequently sent me on
programme missions to Bonn (then Capital of the Federal Republic of Germany/FRG) in
order to interview German politicians, the most notable and conspicuous being the interview
with the then Chief Minister of Rheinland Palatinate (Federal State) Johannes Rau who in
later years even became the President of the Federal Republic of Germany. Nepali politicians
including ministers during their visits to Germany too were in constant touch for interviews.

My return from Germany to Nepal in 1979 had already put me in the list of elite news editors
and broadcasters at Radio Nepal.

Missions and opportunities like these never come too often. If you forget to “strike the iron
while it is still hot” you will be a person of lost opportunities and future.

| always believed in “Karma”.

Influenced by the great teachings of Gita | never looked back, instead | proceeded further
in pursuit of success and satisfaction. Ever since then | was completely blessed by God
in every step of my life by helping me become a highly-prized English News Editor and
Newscaster over Radio Nepal.

My popularity as Master of Ceremonies in Kathmandu too can never be forgotten.

I was never a God myself rather | was looking in obeisance to Him and always praying Him to
guide me through the obstacles of life further. He blessed me in all aspects of broadcasting

» and | started to feel radio in my bloodstream, its convoluted wires my nervous system and

my friends as bodily organs that helped me understand how broadcasting can change your
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Apart from reading news: “This is Radio Nepal! The news read by Harish Chand!” My
attention was now drawn towards some music programmes. As a result, in 1982 “Musical
Hour” went on air every Saturday from 12.00 noon NST till 1.00 p. m. NST in order to cater to
the interests of youngsters of the day. The programme was “by the people, to the people and
for the people”. It was so well-received by the listeners that it ran live for aimost nine years
with youngsters taking part in the programme as “Title Holders”.

whole life.

In later years, | started to smell something foul among some Nepali programme producers
who were eying at the prime time of the “Musical Hour”. As a result, the management with
my consent reduced the programme time by 30 minutes.

My support to the reduction of airtime for the programme was hellbent on enabling Radio
Nepal to make some much-needed finances through Nepali programmes.

Despite the compromises | made on the timing of the programme some unscrupulous
Nepali programmers were even pushing themselves hard through to eliminate the music
programme completely.

When the Executive Director Late Shailendra Raj Sharma took over the reins of Radio Nepal,
a request was made by him asking me to run the “Musical Hour” again as he and his family
members were the ardent fans of the programme. He also believed that the departure of
the musical programme was mainly affecting the sentiments of the younger generation and
depriving them of their interest in their most-cherished programme such as the Musical Hour.

As a result, a 30-minute “Music Mania” went on air for three more years (1992-1995) with dﬂ}

unabated enthusiasm.
9

Gradually, | experienced that an inevitable change was taking place in radio broadcasting g .~
and elsewhere with the heralding of FMs and digital technology. é‘:"

Understandably, the entire spectrum of technological advancement in Nepal was all set to
drastically change everything. | decided then to go and thus | resigned from Radio Nepal in
2004,

After retirement there a was a lull in everything.

Active broadcasting began to hibernate giving way to passive broadcasting by virtue of
interviews, talk programmes and radio training programmes here and there.

| had no regrets during my long radio service career because | got everything | needed
e. g. a satisfying job status with official trips abroad from time to time including then royal
entourages, sound earnings, beautiful wife Bhuwan Thapa (Chand) who is the first actress
of the Nepali silver screen and three loveliest daughters, Sheela Chand, Sheetal Chand and
Shirush Chand and an ideal house to live in.
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The only regrets are that those great seniors and echelons of Radio Nepal and my mentors
like respected Ram Raj Poudyal, Bhogya Prasad Shah, Krishna Bahadur Khatri, Prachanda
Man Singh Pradhan, Shailendra Raj Sharma are no more there, except one former Executive
Director Mukunda Prasad Acharya whom | meet time and again and interact with him on the
bygone days of Radio Nepal. It was Director Acharya who even defied all odds and gave my

two daughters jobs as sub-editors and broadcasters about whom | have mentioned above
already.

In fact everybody at Radio Nepal had a role to play in the making of Michael Chand (Harish
Chand).

Here, please kindly allow me to clarify the frequently-asked question about my two names:
Michael Chand and Harish Chand!

A very simple answer. The Management of Radio Nepal had requested me then to use a
Nepali name while going on air with English news bulletins.

Hence, | used my astrological name “Harish Chand”. The name “Harish Chand” was a
temporary one and Michael D. Chand Thakuri my officially-registered name. The name
“Harish Chand” faded away immediately after | left Radio Nepal in 2004.

Whatever the bright side of radio career had been, working under the strenuous and rigid
Panchayat System was not an easy one. | won't call it draconian laws but still the regime
itself was too severe to digest at times when there was no freedom of speech at all. People
would not dare to speak out their minds because the fates of those going or working in
contravention to the directives of the then “Command Centre” were not a happy one.

Losing a job in such circumstances would even ruin their hard-earned career and finding a
new job in the same category was almost impossible. So, the kind of fear we inherited from
the then Panchayat Regime was intense.

Judging by the extreme political doctrine and pressure on the working discipline in the
administration in those years, everything was turning into a blessing in disguise in terms
of becoming “extremely careful” and vigilant at work and in other matters. Most of us were
turned into martinets (disciplinarians) in our work.

The raison d'étre of the Panchayat Regime then was gradually turning into an instructor of
working discipline among the people and, as such, they were in constant fear of committing
mistakes in any form or the other. One would become a professional if that fear was
overcome. Hence, people became devoted to their daily jobs and, believe me, they were
gradually gaining new heights of working mechanism which is no more possible today.

However, we feel extremely proud to have seen the past and present in terms of our job
experiences; the slow world in our times and the fast one as we gradually grew up to see it

¥ today.
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Added much to my success as a broadcaster was also the 3rd Summit Conference of the
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation held in Kathmandu in 1987. We did a

running commentary in English with much appreciation and applause. It was also an occasion
to interact with various delegates of SAARC countries.

On the sidelines of the formation of SAARC in December 1985 the member states also
decided on exchanging radio and television programmes on a regular basis. This led to
the formation of SAARC Audio Visual Exchange better known as SAVE. Since there was a
shortage of professional manpower for producing such programmes in English on a regular
basis, | was assigned both by Radio Nepal and Nepal Television to do the job. Oh! Lucky me!

In addition to that, | was also a media member of the entourage of His Majesty King
Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev and Her Majesty Queen Komal Rajya Lakshmi Devi Shah
at the invitation of the then President of the Republic of India K. R. Narayanan in 2002.

After the introduction of the so-called Multi-Party System in 1993 the workforce of the then
Panchayat System turned into “square pegs in a round hole” because the discipline and the
working style of the past failed due to the chaotic working conditions and new “bulls running
amok” in all directions of the working methods or doctrine without control. Assiduous (hard-
working) people, as a result, were neglected and blandished (coaxed) in the so-called Muli
Party System in order to fulfill their selfish objectives.

We all are now reeling under some kind of lawlessness and indiscipline in the country. No
wonder the former Communications Secretary and later Chief Election Commissioner Late
Bishnu Pratap Shah told me this once; “Michael babu! Ever since this so-called Multi-Party
System was introduced in Nepal, the intellectuals and the educated now are of no value at d‘%
all””

learnt then are still in us. The lessons learnt in those strict years are constantly following us

m.
S
| regret that the Panchayat regime is gone already but our manners discipline and conviviality é@
even today.

Those wonderful years of radio broadcasting in Nepal will never return. It is now history and
Nno one can put a “reverse gear” to it. A cogent atmosphere is no more there.

Finally worth mentioning is the fact that by virtue of professional practice | was also able to
directly translate important Nepali news into English while on air.

Hence...

Long live Radio Nepal!

Long live those wonderful years of broadcasting!

My pledge:

| shall always remain indebted to this beatific radio profession.
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In recognition of my long-standing contribution to Radio Nepal as an English News Editor
and Broadcaster His Late Majesty King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev conferred the Gorkha
Dakshin Bahu 4th Class) upon me in 2053 B. S. (1997).

The next was the “Verdienstmedaille des Verdienstordens der Bundesrepublik Deutschland”
(Federal Order of Merit) awarded to me by the the former President of the Federal Republic
of Germany Horst Kohler in 2008. The award was given to me in recognition of my long-
standing promotion of German language in Nepal!

Laurels:

The credit for this German Medal of Honour goes to Radio Nepal for it was Radio Nepal
that sent me first to Germany where | also learnt the German language, later to become the
German Language Instructor and even Director of Goethe Zentrum Kathmandu.

My recent visit to Radio Nepal after 19 years of my departure earned many nostalgic moments
as old memories of my engagement then came meandering with moist eyes as Programmer
Rama Dhungana interviewed me and Madam Bhuwan Thapa Chand in the very studio in
which I used to conduct my interviews then.

A successful and honest media career is extremely cumbersome but being presumptuous
towards others is not difficult. The management and people like Ramesh Poudel and Tara
Prasad Wosti and others are still there who are meticulously working hard to holding the front
for further progress and prosperity of Radio Nepal.

So here is the record!

-Radio Nepal 33 years of active service.

-As German Language Instructor

Goethe Institute Kathmandu and Goethe Zentrum Kathmandu (GZK)

&
%

33 years of parallel service.

| do not regret that | worked at Radio Nepal only under a temporary contract all throughout
my radio career.

I had always said this: “Even if Radio Nepal gave me Nrs.10.- a month | would not leave it at
all'”.....and what Radio Nepal gave me is beyond anybody’s dream today!

Therefore:
“Ask not what Radio Nepal gave to me, ask what | gave to Radio Nepal!”

(The writer is a Retd. Senior News Editor and Broadcaster of Radio Nepal English News.)
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